
STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

Our statement of faith is an adaptation of “We Are American Baptists: An expression of 
Christian faith, representative of American Baptist Churches, USA”, adopted by the general 
board, November 2005. 
 
While this statement is not exhaustive, and while we believe that the Bible allows Christians to 
hold different positions on non-essential matters (Romans 14), this is a summary of our central 
beliefs.  We hold these along with other American Baptists and like-minded Christians 
everywhere: 
 
 Moraine Valley Community Church worships the triune God of the Bible, who is eternally one 
God in three persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) (Mark 12:29, I Timothy 2:5, II Corinthians 13:14, 

Matthew 3:16-17). This one, true God is most clearly revealed to us in the incarnate Son, Jesus 
our Lord (John 1:1-18). We affirm that God is sovereign (He reigns as King)  over all and that this 
sovereignty is expressed and realized through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who brought the 
Kingdom of God, initiated at his first coming and to be fully realized at his return (I Corinthians 

15:23-28). He died on the cross as a sacrifice for sins, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of God, and exalted as Lord. The exalted Christ has poured out the 
Holy Spirit on his church, to empower it for witness (Acts 2:22-36). Therefore, we affirm the 
Lordship of Christ over the world and the Church. (Philippians 2:9-11) 
 
 MVCC believes that the Bible, composed of the Old and New Testaments, is the divinely 
inspired word of God: The final written authority over, and trustworthy to teach us, what we 
should believe and how we should live. It is to be interpreted responsibly under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit within the community of faith. The primary purpose of the Bible is to point to 
Jesus Christ, the living Lord of the Church. (II Timothy 3:14-17) 
 

MVCC believes that the Bible teaches that human beings were created in the image of God, 
and therefore have an inherent value, goodness and dignity (Genesis 1:26-28, Psalm 8:3-8). We also 
believe that the Bible teaches that human beings are fallen and therefore have an inherent 
sinfulness that distorts the image of God in us, diminishes our capacity to live in shalom with 
ourselves, others and the world around us, and has separated us from God (Genesis 3:8-19, 23-24; 
Genesis 6:5; Romans 3:9-25). 

 
 
Therefore, MVCC proclaims as God’s solution to this problem, the Good News of the atoning 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, knowing that salvation (forgiveness of sins, release from 
guilt and condemnation, reconciliation with God) and eternal life are granted in grace to all 
who trust Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This gospel is the central message of the Bible 
(Romans 1:1-5; Romans 3:22-26; John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9;        I Corinthians 15:1-11). 

 
 



  We are called, in loyalty and gratitude to Jesus Christ, to live out by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and to proclaim in love, the saving power of Christ and the gospel in the presence of 
every human being and every human institution. We do this as part of our calling to fulfill 
Christ’s command to “make disciples of all nations”.  ( Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 4:11-12). 
 
 We seek to fulfill Christ’s command to love our neighbor as ourselves by being people of 
justice and compassion, bearing witness to God’s redeeming reign in human affairs (Mark 12:29-

31). This includes seeking to make a positive, practical difference in the world around us, living 
out Christ’s affirmation of us as “salt” and “light” to the world (Matthew 5:13-16). 

 
 We celebrate baptism and communion as visible presentations of the gospel: Baptism as the 
rite of beginning the Christian life by believing and embracing the gospel and communion as the 
rite of continuing the Christian life by continuing to believe and embrace the gospel. Baptism 
pictures for us Christ’s death and resurrection and our spiritual participation in it. Communion 
calls us to remember Christ, his sacrifice for us, and our participation in the New Covenant.  As 
Baptists, we practice believer’s baptism by immersion. As for communion, we practice an open 
communion, where any Christ-follower is welcome to participate.  At the same time, we 
understand and accept that others in the Christian family understand and practice baptism and 
communion differently from us, and that these differences should not be a barrier to Christian 
fellowship (Acts 2:36-38, 41; Romans 6:1-4; I Corinthians 11:23-26). 

 
 We anticipate the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the final judgment of God, the gathering of 
the Church,  the resurrection of the dead, the completion of our salvation, the renewal of all 
creation, and the day when every creature and all creation, on earth and beyond, will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord (Acts 1:6-11; II Thessalonians 1:7-10; Romans:8:18-23; I Corinthians 15:20-23;               
I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Philippians 2:9-11). 

 
 
COVENANT OF RELATIONSHIPS 

 

The Bible teaches that the Christian life is not simply “vertical” (a committed relationship with 
God in Christ) but “horizontal” (committed relationships with other Christians, especially fellow 
church members) as well. Therefore, this “Covenant of Relationships” provides some guidelines 
for the quality of relationships we agree to pursue as members of Moraine Valley Community 
Church. 

 

We agree that our first priority as a congregation is to follow Christ together, and that an 
insistence on a climate of congregational unity, spiritual maturity, and grace-filled relationships 
are not optional in this pursuit (Ephesians 4:1-3; Philippians 2:1-4). 

We agree to welcome people of all races, ethnicities, genders, ages and backgrounds to our 
church. All who are genuinely spiritually seeking and are open to learning what it means to 
follow Christ are welcome. (James 2:1-4) 



We agree to love each other by seeking to know each other, welcome each other, encourage 
each other, accept each other, forgive each other, take care of each other, and challenge each 
other, in Christ. (1 John 3:11-18) 

We agree that because all are and remain works in progress (“sinners”) even in Christ (1 John 1:8-

10), a spirit of unity and grace must be the dominant characteristic of our relationships with 
each other:  

 Accepting each other as brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 15:7) 

 Patiently overlooking the slights and minor offenses that happen in relationships with 
each other without taking offense and holding onto grudges (Colossians 3:13) 

  Willingly forgiving those who wrong us when they repent and seek our forgiveness   
(Luke 17:3-4) 

 Having the self-discipline to make direct and grace-filled contact with the Pastor and /or 
other appropriate church leaders, when we have questions, complaints and concerns, or 
with other individuals with whom we are having a problem, thus avoiding harmful and 
unnecessary church conflict (Matthew 18:15) 

 Avoiding negative gossip (slander) so as not to broadcast untruth or harm each other’s 
or the church’s reputation.  ( Leviticus 19:16; I Timothy 5:19)     

 Avoiding displaying attitudes and actions that demonstrate a selfish disregard for the 
well-being of the church, such as working against (either actively or passively)  church 
leaders and church decisions, speaking and acting in ways that could cause division or 
disruption, and seeking to get others to join you in your decision to leave the church. 
(Hebrews 13:17; Titus 3:10-11; 1 Corinthians 1:10; James 3:13-18). 

 We agree that while we must extend grace and patience to each other as we make 
moral /spiritual progress, we will (with great sensitivity and love) challenge each other 
and be willing to be challenged regarding beliefs, lifestyles and attitudes that put us at 
odds with the Scriptures, our statement of faith, or the principles of this covenant. 
(James 5:19-20; Matthew 18:15-17; 2 Timothy 2:25-26) 

We agree to be a congregation that takes seriously the eight membership requirements as put 
forth in the “membership” section of this constitution. 

 


