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From The
Pastor’s Desk
By Pastor Derek Mason
In the Old Testament (Book of
Ezekiel) we see that God needs to
intervene again for His people as
they sit in exile under Nebuchadnezzar.
They need something very powerful to
overcome the effects of sin upon them. In
Ezekiel 36:26-27 the LORD promises that
He will give His people a “new heart and
spirit” by putting His Spirit in them. Then
they will be able to walk in the Way of God
and overcome the power of sin upon them.
The power in them will be greater than the
power which oppresses them. This month,
we celebrate the fulfillment of this promise.
Pentecost celebrates the day in which the
Holy Spirit came upon all the followers of
Jesus in incredible power and gave them the
ability to overcome the forces against them
(every authority which tried to suppress the
testimony of the Gospel of Jesus Christ).
Often the Gospel account (in churches)
stops at the ascension of Jesus into heaven
after His resurrection but this is not where
the story ends. Before Jesus ascends to
heaven, He commands His disciples not to
leave Jerusalem but to wait for the
fulfillment of the promise (the coming of the
indwelling Holy Spirit) (Acts 1:4-5). This is
quite profound and yet (as previously stated)
often ignored. However, Jesus knows how
important the Holy Spirit is to our success –
absolutely essential. Before Jesus started

His own ministry, the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him –
empowering Him for what lie
ahead (Matt 3:16). Do we
understand how important it is for
the Holy Spirit to go before us and
dwell within us?
The birth of the church was
marked by the baptism
(immersion) of the Holy Spirit.
Neither Jesus nor the disciples
started their ministries without the Holy
Spirit and neither should we! It is the
presence of God which goes “with” and “in”
His people. Moses said in Exodus 33:15
(summarized) if You (the LORD) are not
going with us, then we are not going
anywhere! For it is only Your presence
with us that makes us anything special apart
from everything else on this earth. Oh how
profound and true that statement was and
remains to be today!
May 24th is Pentecost this year. It
represents the birthday of Christ’s church.
This holiday is just as important as
Christmas and Easter and should be
celebrated with incredible joy and praise to
our God! His promises are trustworthy and
certain and He wants to go forward with us.
There is still work to do. We prevail only
because of the LORD’s presence “with” and
“in” us. May we be a church which fully
embraces and celebrates the indwelling Holy
Spirit as we go forward into this next year!
All the praise and glory be to Jesus Christ
our LORD and Savior. Amen.
Many Blessings,
Pastor Derek Mason
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Church Signs
Those little pearls of wisdom
found in front of America’s
Churches
C.O.P.S – Constantly Obediently Preaching
Salvation. “What’cha gonna do when He
comes for you?”
Church Parking Only. Violators will be
baptized.
Coming soon: Manufacturers recall. Are you
ready???
ETERNITY: smoking, or non-smoking?

Birthdays Etc.
•
•
•

Sarah Delgado
Patsy Rybka
Rick Wilkinson

May 1
May 31
May 31

Notes From Elsie’s
Pantry

This past February we have transitioned
over to a fully automated check in system
for our clients. We can check in an average
of 2-4 clients per minute. We have hosted
Walgreens who gave free flu shots, Safe
Link offering free cell phones and minutes,
Nutrition Clinics from the University of
Illinois’ Jennifer Sapko and our own
Carmen Mohn as well as blood pressure
screenings the first Thursday of the month
also given by Carmen.
As of this writing, we have served 20,044
Households consisting of 50,393
Individuals!! What a wonderful honor it
has been to serve, and we thank Elsie
Schraeder’s family for believing her
memorial funds would be best suited in a
mission type work. We have proven
through the years to be good stewards with
those funds, and God has continued to bless
the mission.
What always humbles us is when we hear
a new client say how hard it was for them to
come here, yet they were treated with the
respect and dignity they weren’t expecting.
It made coming here easier. Our volunteers
represent our church, and our church is here
to glorify God. It is with a happy heart that I
report to you that our volunteers strive to be
their best, treating others with dignity and
compassion. We are very unified even
though we walk many different paths in
life. As we head into the next 10 years may
our Lord continue to bless this mission.
One last thing, Elsie’s Pantry now has a
new logo that we have recently adopted.

Elsie’s Pantry is “Unofficially” celebrating
15 years this Month, and will hold the
“Official” dedication on October 15th.The
pantry opened unofficially in May, 2000 and
was officially dedicated October 15, 2000.
The time has truly flown by! Starting out
with around 400 pounds of food, we now
receive over 6,000 pounds every month!
And what was once 5 families a week served
is now 50. Once it took 4-5 volunteers, we
now have 15 regular and 8 part time
volunteers.
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Food For Thought
Give time to our family
After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to
take another woman out to dinner and a movie. She
said, “I love you, but I know this other woman loves
you and would love to spend some time with you.”
The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit
was my MOTHER, who has been a widow for 19
years, but the demands of my work and my three
children had made it possible to visit her only
occasionally. That night I called to invite her to go
out for dinner and a movie. “What’s wrong, are you
well?” she asked.
My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a
late night call or a surprise invitation is a sign of bad
news. “I thought that it would be pleasant to spend
some time with you,” I responded. “Just the two of
us.” She thought about it for a moment, and then said,
“I would like that very much.”
That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up
I was a bit nervous. When I arrived at her house, I
noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our
date. She waited in the door with her coat on. She
had curled her hair and was wearing the dress that
she had worn to celebrate her last wedding
anniversary. She smiled from a face that was as
radiant as an angel’s. “I told my friends that I was
going to go out with my son, and they were
impressed, “she said, as she got into the car. “They
can’t wait to hear about our meeting.”

“How was your dinner date?” asked my wife when I
got home. “Very nice. Much more so than I could
have imagined,” I answered.
A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart
attack. It happened so suddenly that I didn’t have a
chance to do anything for her. Some time later, I
received an envelope with a copy of a restaurant
receipt from the same place mother and I had dined.
An attached note said: “I paid this bill in advance. I
wasn’t sure that I could be there; but nevertheless, I
paid for two plates – one for you and the other for
your wife. You will never know what that night
meant for me. I love you, son.”
At that moment, I understood the importance of
saying in time: “I LOVE YOU” and to give our loved
ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life is
more important than your family. Give them the time
they deserve, because these things cannot be put off
till “some other time.”

Church Bulletin
BooBoo-Boos
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First
Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door at
the side entrance.

We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant,
was very nice and cozy. My mother took my arm as
if she were the First Lady. After we sat down, I had
to read the menu. Her eyes could only read large
print. Half way through the entries, I lifted my eyes
and saw Mom sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic
smile was on her lips. “It was I who used to have to
read the menu when you were small,” she said.
“Then it’s time that you relax and let me return the
favor,” I responded. During the dinner, we had an
agreeable conversation – nothing extraordinary but
catching up on recent events of each other’s life. We
talked so much that we missed the movie. As we
arrived at her house later, she said, “I’ll go out with
you again, but only if you let me invite you.” I
agreed.
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Remember in Prayer…
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Elsie’s Food Pantry:
provisions/wisdom/protection
MVCC: wisdom/guidance/protection
o Hearts to serve – to build our
church (formation of
ministries)
o Discipleship/transformation/
leadership development
o Youth leader and growth of
our children’s ministry
Tony Zappa – knees/back
Patsy Rybka – foot recovery/health
Tom Heinrich – healing/health/job
Emmitt Hayes – heart/health
o daughter (Jerri) – cancer
healing/colon
Pete Delgado – dementia (Sarah –
strength)
Vi Wagner – hip/eyes/strength
Mark DeBauche: cancer healing /
strength /endurance
Becky Lewellen:
strength/peace/healing/wisdom
Edith Martinez – Sister for healing,
mom for provisions, father for
healing and wisdom and guidance
regarding her nephew
Jackie Gehle – healing, peace,
provisions
Lisa Acosta – pain and health
Friend of Dennis Pepe’s (Ron
Koralewski – his passing) –
continued prayer for his family
(especially his wife Barb)
Linda Hudecek's: sister (Lois) multiple health issues
Linda Hudecek's: niece (Debbie) knee surgery recovery

From the Elder’s Table
The Year in Review
As we approach the one year anniversary
of Pastor Derek Mason joining our church,
we think it is a good time to look back with
amazement at all that God has done with our
church in this past year.
Consider –
We are thrilled every week to see new faces
at our worship service. In the last year, our
church membership has grown dramatically.
We have welcomed seventeen new members
and three children. In the past year, ninety
people have attended our services at least
once.
Our worship service has been enhanced
by the addition of a Worship Team. We are
thankful for Mark DeBauche, Norm Ernst,
Robert Thompson, DeWayne Nichols, and
Louise Raeder, who have now joined Pastor
Derek and our very talented pianist/vocalist
Sandi Sinclair, in providing both a
traditional and contemporary music ministry
that touches our hearts and worships our
Lord in a most joyous and reverent way each
Sunday.
New ministries have been formed. In
addition to Rachel’s Circle, we now have a
second women’s ministry, Women of
Purpose, which provides a place of comfort
and peace for women in need. We have a
Prayer Ministry devoted to our members and
all who need prayer. God continues to send
us people whose special gifts are helping to
build Moraine Valley Community Church.
We are thankful for all the women who
make these ministries possible.
Ten of our men attended a conference
entitled “Iron Sharpens Iron” and found it to
be a worthwhile experience.
Our Bible study attendance has grown
partially because we now offer Bible study
both during the day and evening, led by
Pastor Derek. Also, all regular attenders at
MVCC are given access to Right Now
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Media which has 10,000 + Christian: Bible
study videos, leadership training, children’s
videos and much more.
We have a Children’s Sunday School
Program staffed by some very special
women willing to use their gifts to make the
Bible’s teachings come alive to our children.
Our program has been based on the idea “If
we build it, they will come” and we have not
been disappointed.
We have begun to plan for the future
with a Leadership Training Class to help us
build church leaders to meet the needs of our
growing congregation.
We have welcomed a new Elder to the
Elders’ Table, Terry Zappa, who adds new
insights as we move forward as a growing
church.
We have joined the world of social
media, meeting people where they are in
today’s world. We are proud of a new and
improved website, as well as a Facebook
page, and a Twitter account. A PayPal
account has been opened and connected to
our website to accept donations to our
church and its ministries. We even have an
app for smart phones. We strive to be a
church that celebrates both where we have
come from and where we are going.
We have had some wonderful joint
services with Savior Divine and enjoy
fellowship with them each Sunday before
worship as well as an occasional joint
church supper. Where would church be
without good food and those wonderful
women (and men) who prepare it?
Elsie’s Pantry has continued to serve
more and more families in need and has also
enhanced their program with new
technology.
We began supporting two new ministries
this year – Lovely Feet and The Widow’s
Might.
We have a beautiful new parking lot for
our growing congregation and it is absent of
potholes!
In remembering the past year, we also
want to acknowledge the passing of Marion

Busch, Elaine Carey, Joyce Grider, Larry
Hansen, Donald Martin, Susan Palmer, and
Pam Van Liew, all long time members of
Moraine Valley Community Church.
We thank God for knowing what we need
to grow as a church – to help us fulfill our
mission statement:
To know Christ and make Him known.
We especially thank the LORD for sending
Pastor Derek to us. His untiring efforts, his
endless energy, and his strong unfailing faith
have carried us far this year.
It has been a good year – no, a great year!
God is Good!!!!

Upcoming Events
Save the date of Saturday June 20, 2015.
That is the date of the 30th Annual Hunger
Walk at Soldier Field in Chicago. Please
come and invite your family, friends and
neighbors. We would love to fill the bus
this year! Last year we were able to
purchase 6 months worth of food for the
pantry. Elsie’s Pantry receives food credit
for every walker who attends. If you’re
interested let us know by June 2nd so we
can rent a big bus. Thank You!
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Debbie’s Garden Expo donated fresh
vegetables all summer long last year and
plans to do so this year. Please support this
plant sale, and thank Debbie Gonzalez,
daughter of the late Len and
Terry LeGrand of Savior Devine OLutheran
Church.
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